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(d) At least eighty (80) percent of
EDA funding must be allocated to di-
rect costs of program delivery.

§306.7 Performance evaluations of

University Centers.

(a) EDA will:

(1) Evaluate each University Center
within three (3) years after the initial
Investment award and at least once
every three (3) years thereafter, so long
as such University Center continues to
receive Investment Assistance; and

(2) Assess the University Center’s
contribution to providing technical as-
sistance, conducting applied research,
meeting program performance objec-
tives (as evidenced by retention and
creation of employment opportunities)
and disseminating Project results in
accordance with the scope of work
funded during the evaluation period.

(b) The performance evaluation will
determine in part whether a University
Center can compete to receive Invest-
ment Assistance under the University
Center Economic Development Pro-
gram for the following Investment As-
sistance cycle.

(c) For peer review, EDA shall ensure
the participation of at least one (1)
other University Center in the per-
formance evaluation on a cost-reim-
bursement basis.
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Subpart A—General

§307.1 Purpose and scope.

(a) The purpose of Economic Adjust-
ment Assistance Investments is to ad-
dress the needs of communities experi-
encing adverse economic changes that
may occur suddenly or over time, in-
cluding but not limited to those caused
by:
(1) Military base closures or realign-
ments, defense contractor reductions
in force, or U.S. Department of Energy
defense-related funding reductions;

(2) Federally-Declared Disasters;

(3) International trade;

(4) Long-term economic deteriora-
tion;

(5) Loss of a major community em-
ployer; or

(6) Loss of manufacturing jobs.

(b) Economic Adjustment Assistance
Investments are intended to enhance a
distressed community’s ability to com-
pete economically by stimulating pri-
vate investment in targeted economic
sectors through use of tools that:

(1) Help develop and implement a
CEDS;

(2) Expand the capacity of public offi-
cials and economic development orga-
nizations to work effectively with busi-
nesses;

(3) Assist in overcoming major obsta-
cles identified in the CEDS;

(4) Enable communities to plan and
coordinate the use of federal resources
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and other resources available to sup-
port economic recovery, development
of Regional economies, or recovery
from natural or other disasters; or

(5) Encourage the development of in-
novative public and private approaches
to economic restructuring and revital-
ization.

8§307.2 Criteria.

(a) Economic Adjustment Assistance
Investments may be made when the
Project funded by the Investment will
help the Region meet a Special Need.
The Region in which a Project is lo-
cated must have a CEDS with which
the Project is consistent (except that
this requirement shall not apply to
Strategy Grants described in §307.3).

(b) Additional criteria or priority
consideration factors for Economic Ad-
justment Assistance may be set forth
in an FFO.

§307.3 Use of Economic Adjustment
Assistance Investments.

Economic Adjustment Assistance In-
vestments may be used to develop a
CEDS to alleviate long-term economic
deterioration or a sudden and severe
economic dislocation (a ‘‘Strategy
Grant’), or to fund a Project imple-
menting such a CEDS (an
“Implementation Grant’’).

(a) Strategy Grants support devel-
oping, updating or refining a CEDS.

(b) Implementation Grants support
the execution of activities identified in
a CEDS. Specific activities may be
funded as separate Investments or as
multiple elements of a single Invest-
ment. Examples of Implementation
Grant activities include:

(1) Infrastructure improvements,
such as site acquisition, site prepara-
tion, construction, rehabilitation and
equipping of facilities;

(2) Provision of business or infra-
structure financing through the cap-
italization of Recipient-administered
Revolving Loan Funds (‘““‘RLFs’’), which
may include loans, loan guaranties and
interest rate buy-downs to facilitate
business lending activities;

(3) Market or industry research and
analysis;

(4) Technical assistance, including
organizational development such as
business networking, restructuring or

§307.5

improving the delivery of business
services, or feasibility studies;

(5) Public services;

(6) Training; and

(7) Other activities justified by the
CEDS that satisfy applicable statutory
and regulatory requirements.

§307.4 Award requirements.

(a) General. EDA will select Economic
Adjustment Assistance Projects in ac-
cordance with part 301 of this chapter
and the additional criteria provided in
paragraphs (b) and (c) of this section,
as applicable.

(b) Strategy Grants. EDA will review
Strategy Grant proposals to ensure
that the proposed activities conform to
the CEDS requirements set forth in
§303.7 of this chapter.

(c) Implementation Grants. (1) EDA
will review Implementation Grant pro-
posals for the extent to which:

(i) The applicable CEDS meets the re-
quirements in §303.7 of this chapter;
and

(ii) The proposed Project is identified
as a necessary element of or consistent
with the applicable CEDS.

(2) Revolving Loan Fund Grants. For
Eligible Applicants seeking to cap-
italize or recapitalize an RLF, EDA
will review the proposals for:

(i) The need for a new or expanded
public financing tool to enhance other
business assistance programs and serv-
ices targeting economic sectors and lo-
cations described in the CEDS;

(ii) The types of financing activities
anticipated; and

(iii) The capacity of the RLF organi-
zation to manage lending activities,
create networks between the business
community and other financial pro-
viders, and implement the CEDS.

(d) Additional criteria or priority
consideration factors for Economic Ad-
justment Assistance may be set forth
in an FFO.

§307.5 Application requirements.

(a) Each application for Economic
Adjustment Assistance must:

(1) Include or incorporate by ref-
erence (if so approved by EDA) a CEDS,
except that a CEDS is not required
when applying for a Strategy Grant;
and
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